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INTRODUCTION. 


"HE ſafe return of the Duff; the health 
which prevailed on board during the 
whole voyage; the welcome reception and ſafe 
ſettlement of the Miſſionaries at the places of 
their deſtination; and the remarkable interpo= 
ſitions of Divine Providence from beginning to 
end of this extraordinary enterprize, were 
ſuch evident anſwers to the numerous prayers 
which had been offered up to God on behalf 
of the Miſſion, as loudly demanded the moſt 
public acknowledgement of gratitude and 
OO 
The Directors, therefore, of the Miſſion- 
ary Society, having acquainted the friends of 
the inſtitution, as ſoon as they poſſibly could, 
with the leading circumſtances of the voyage, 
requeſted that a day of public thankſgiving 
might be obſerved on the ſixth of Auguſt, 
being the firſt Monday in the month, when 
the Prayer Meetings of the Society are uſually - 


>, held throughout the kingdom, that all whoſe 
5 . have been intereſted in the work, might 


have an e of uniting, at the ſame 
time, 
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NTRODUCTION. 


"HE ſafe return of the Duff; the health 
which prevailed on board during the 
whole voyage; the welcome reception and ſafe 


ſettlement of the Miſſionaries at the places of 


their deſtination; and the remarkable interpo- 


ſitions of Divine Providence from beginning to 


end of this extraordinary enterprize, were 


ſuch evident anſwers to the numerous prayers 


which had been offered up to God on behalf 


of the Miſſion, as loudly demanded the moſt 


public acknowledgement of gratitude and 
praiſe, _ | 


The Die ers, therefore, of the ; Miſſion- 
ary Society, having acquainted the friends of 
the inſtitution, as ſoon as they poſſibly could, 


with the leading circumſtances of the voyage, 
requeſted that a day of public thankſgiving 


might be obſerved on the ſixth of Auguſt, 


being the firſt Monday in the month, when 


the Prayer Meetings of the Society are uſually 


held throughout the kingdom, that all whoſe 
[7 hearts have been intereſted in the work, might 
have an opportunity of uniting, at the ſame 
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time, 
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time, in the ſame pleaſing and reaſonable 
ſervice, They appointed Mr. Griffin, of 


Portſea, to whoſe church Captain Wilſon be- 


longs, to preach on the occaſion, at Surry 
Chapel in the morning, and Dr. Haweis, as 


being one of the oldeſt miniſters in the Direc- 


tion, and who firſt propoſed the Miſſion to the 
Pacific Ocean, to preach at Zion Chapel in the 
evening. Theſe extenſive places were ſoon 
filled with ſerious and reſpectable auditories. 
Prayers with ſelect pſalms and leſſons were 
read by Mr. Eyre and Mr. Charles; Mr. Wil- 


liams, Mr. Leggett, Mr. Grove, Mr. Nicol, 
and Mr. Brookſbank, engaged in extempore 


prayer; and Mr. Cooper, Mr. Townſend, Mr. 
Platt, Mr. Greatheed, Mr. Pover, and Mr. 


7 Ford gave out the hymns. The whole ſer= 


vices were conducted with the utmoſt ſolemnity; | 
the preſence of God was happily experienced 


by preachers and hearers; and never, perhaps, 
was gratitude more warmly expreſſed on any 


public occaſion, 


Knowing, however, that verbal acknow- 


ledgements, though highly proper, were but a 


ſmall part of the tribute due to God for ſuch 
ſignal benediction, the Directors convened the 
Society at Haberdaſhers Hall the following 
day, to confider how they could beſt bf 
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5 bin by maintaining a communication with the 
Miſſionaries in the South Seas, and by eſta- 
bliſhing other Miſſions in that hemiſphere, ; 
where ſuch an extenfive. door of entrance and 

3 utterance has been evidently opened. 


No ſooner was the report read by Mr. 
SGreatheed, than all expreſſed their cordial ap- 
probation of the propoſal recommended, and 
unanimouſly reſolved, * That the Directors 
e be authorized to employ a ſhip, belonging to 
( the Society, on another voyage to the Pacific 
* © Ocean; for the purpoſes of ſupplying our 
« Brethren, who have ſettled there, with afli- 
„ flance in their labours; of adding to their 
* number, where circumſtances may render it 
© neceſſary; and of planting the. goſpel in 
cc Other iſlands of that ocean, where it ſhall. 
appear moſt eligible from their extent, po- 
pulation, or other favourable circum- 
« ſtances.” EE, 


The Rev. Mr. Waugh was in the chair, 
and the whole buſineſs of the meeting was 
conducted with, the moſt perfect unanimity 
and ſatisfaction. Dr. Vanderkemp and the 

two Dutch Miſſionaries, who arrived on the 


Y thictieth of laſt month, were preſent, and ſo was 
= the Rev. Mr. Diſandt, a Lutheran clergyman, 


introduced 


J 
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introduced. by Dr. Burckhardt, as ſent from 
Germany by Baron Van Shirnding with pro- 
poſals of uniting with the Society, and aſſiſting 
them, both with men and money. It need 
not be added, that the preſence of theſe reſpec- 

table foreigners, conſiderably heightened the 
| | general delight of one of the moſt pleaſant 
— meetings, perhaps, ſince the commencement 
of this inſtitution. 
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REPORT 


The RE por of the Dixxcrons at a ſpecial Ge- 
neral Meeting of the MisStoNARY SOCIETY, 
convened at HABERDASHERS' HALL, the tb 
of Auguſt, 1798; for the Purpaſe of deciding 
on the Means of maintaining Intercourſe with 
our Brethren in the South Sea Iflands, and on 
the Expediency. of ſending another Miſſion to 
that Part of the * yy 


BRETHREN, 


N order to enter upon ſo important a ſubject, 
as that of our preſent report, with diſpoſitions 
ſuitable to the diſcuſſion of it, it is only neceſſary 


W to give a moment's ſerious attention to the circum- 


ſtances in which we meet. It is not for the ſake 
of form, or of ſhew, that a day of public thankſ- 
giving has been appointed by the Society. Is there 
not a cauſe for every heart, that is intereſted for the 
glory of Chriſt, and the welfare of mankind, to 


beat, with the moſt ſincere and fervent gratitude, 


on the preſent occaſion? What is there that the 
Lord could have done in favour, of the miſſionary 
voyage, juſt completed, which he hath not done? 
I there be a bye-ſtander, who never ſhared in the 
_ counſels or the labours which that undertaking re- 
quired, he muſt ſurely be impreſſed with pleaſure 
and ſurprize, in learning what the Lord hath per- 
formed for us. But thoſe of/us, who, from the 
ſmall beginnings of this Society, have been deeply 
concerned, and cloſely occupied in its progreſs, 
muſt be allowed to indulge emotions of thankful- 
neſs and admiration, far beyond our power to ex- 
preſs. Whilſt, however, the Lord's mercies can- 
not be enumerated by us, and whilſt their greatneſs 
cannot be ſuitably repreſented, we rejoice that it 
is equally unneceſſary, as it would be unſucceſsful, 
TP : a : 9 5 i to 
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to attempt diſplaying them. Fats, which are ge- 
nerally known to you, ſpeak ſo forcibly, as to ren- 
der words needleſs. The ſublimeſt language could 
not magnify their importance, nor can the meaneſt 


diminiſh it. We are called, indeed, at preſent, to 


expreſs our ſenſe-of the Lord's amazing goodneſs, 


not by words, but by actions; and the inveſtigation 


of our future meaſures, as a Miſſionary Society, 


can be conſidered in no other view, than as an en- 


quiry, What ſhall we render to the Lord for all 
his benefits?” e CE. 

We truſt, that, with one heart, and one mind, 
we would employ the powers which the Lord 
vouchſafes to us, in ſuch a direction and manner, 
as may, under his bleſſing, do the greateſt good. 
We are debtors to all mankind, and moſt gladly 
would we diſcharge our whole debt. How ſhould 
we rejoice, to bring the oppreſſed African to the 
glorious liberty of the children of God! How 


would it gladden our hearts, to ſee the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ariſing on the climes of Aſia, from 


whence we firſt received his healing beams! Un- 


equal, as we fee] ourſelves, to the extenſive con- 


cerns already conſigned . to our management, we 
are ready to ſigh for hoſts of Miſſionaries, and heaps 
of treaſure, to be employed in every quarter, and 
in every unenlightened country of this globe. But 


our powers, although greater than we firſt hoped, _ 


come far ſhort of our calls to exertion. The little 
we can attempt muſt, therefore, be ſelected with 
the greateſt caution, left it ſhould fail of producing 
that degree of good which it is poſſible for us to ac- 
compliſh. We have not only to encounter difficul- 


ties from without; we have need to watch and pray 


againſt thoſe, which ariſe within us: and we are 
not only liable to err, from want of knowledge or 
| humility, but even the moſt grateful ſenſations of 
our minds may poſſibly miſlead us. Were we not 
aware of this danger, we ſhould ſcarcely, in. our 
preſent circumſtances, propoſe any enquiry. Shou 
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the meaſures which ought to be next adopted by 
us. What heart would not ſay, © Can we doubt 
where our attention ſhould be directed ; when our 
dear Brethren, whom we ſolemnly devoted two 
years ſince to'the ſervice of Chriſt, in the remoteſt 
regions, are longing to hear from us; are in need 
of the conveniencies which- we enjoy, and may 
impart to them; are earneſtly requeſting fellow 
helpers from amongſt us; are aſſuring us how gladly 
we ſhall be received by the hoſpitable iſlanders, 
among whom they labour; and are pointing out to 
us an expanding ſphere of uſefulneſs, perhaps equal 
to the utmoſt number of Miſſionaries we can hope 
to collect and to equip?—Yes, Brethren, we feel 
moſt tenderly, moſt reſpectfully, for theſe dear 
| ſervants of our bleſſed Lord, who have left us fo 
far behind in his work, and who yet are dependent 
upon us for encouragement and aſſiſtance in it. We 
call to mind alſo our ſolemn pledge, that we 
would never deſert them, as we hoped that God 
would not forſake us. e 25 
However, in order to do this, we mean not to 
relinquiſh attempts to enlighten other parts of the 
world, which are yet in heatheniſh darkneſs; yea, 
we acknowledge, Brethren, that we durſt not recom- 
mend to you ſuch a meaſure. The vaſt continents 
of Aſia and Africa, not only preſent a ſcene of la- 
bour incomparably more extenſive than all the 
iſlands of the Pacific Ocean; they moreover con- 
tain great nations, whoſe civilized condition, if it 
were ſanctified by the influence of the Goſpel, 
might be highly advantageous to its eſtabliſhment 
and progreſs. The iſlands of the South Seas were 
recommended to you, not as the moſt important 
objects of evangelization, but as the moſt acceſſible, 
and favourable to our early efforts, The juſtice of 
that repreſentation has been confirmed by the ex- 
periment which the Lord enabled us to make. 
With reſpect to other ſubje&s, which have claimed 
our attention, excepting at Sierra Leone, we have 
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not yet been able to carry them into execution in 
the manner that we wiſhed. It is expected we 
thall ſhortly make an attempt in the ſouthern part 


of Africa. Some of our Brethren, it is well known, 
had devoted their ſubſtance, and their lives, to the 
object of a miſſion to the Eaſt Indies; but no en- 
trance there, into Britiſh territories, has yet been 
obtained. And with reſpect to ſome other civilized _ 
pts of Aſia, to which we might gain acceſs, we 
ave, as yet, been able to find but few Miffionaries, 
whoſe knowledge and experience appeared ade- 
quate to the undertaking. The troubles which af- f 
feet a great part of the world, in conſequence of xz 
. the preſent war, together with the uncertainty of 5 
1K its event, conduce to ſuſpend ſome important. 
. miſſionary operations. We wait, in hope that the 


Lord will, ere long, raiſe up able inſtruments, and F 
open effeCtual doors, for ſpreading the Goſpel in 
the moſt extenſive countries, and among the moſt 
E civilized nations of the Heathen. In the mean 
; time, what can we do better than to follow up a 
miſſion which has hitherto been favoured beyond 
our hopes, and which may be carried on toward 9 
perfection, by thoſe means and inſtruments, with | 
which the Lord has been pleaſed to furniſh us in a 
remarkable degree. = OD 
We therefore deem it adviſeable, without delay, 
to recommend ſome plan for reviſiting our dear 
Brethren in the South Sea Iſlands, and for rein- 
forcing ' their number in thoſe ſituations, which 
evidently require an immediate acceſſion of Miſſion- 
aries. Such are the Marqueſas, which as yet are 
only provided with the ſolitary labours of one young 
ſervant of Chriſt; and the extenfive Archipelago, 
called the Friendly Iſlands, which are calling in 
. vain for adequate aſſiſtance from nine of our Bre- 
thren, placed in that important ſcene of evangelical 
labour. We have, however, no proſpect of ac- 
compliſhing theſe purpoſes effectually, but by en- 
deavouring again to equip and ſend out a ſhip ye 
| | 8, the 
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the purpoſe, if the Lord ſhall raiſe up proper per- 
ſons to conduct the voyage. We cannot now at- 
tempt to expreſs our own, nor your ſenſe, of what 
1s due to thoſe invaluable Brethren, who, with ſa- 


2 crifices of all that is dear to life, ſo cheerfully un- 


dertook, and ſo admirably have fulfilled, .the charge 


of the former voyage. They have finiſhed, with joy, 


a courſe of inexpreſſible anxiety and labour. We 
bid them welcome to that reſt, and that honour, 
which ought to follow their ineſtimable ſervices ts 


the cauſe in which we have engaged! But where 
can we look again for ſuch ſacrifices, or ſuch exer- 


tions! May God direct and provide! Truſting in 
Him, who hath done ſuch great things for us, we 
hope it may be found practicable to ſend out a veſſel 
under the conduct of able and faithful perſons, to 
convey to our diſtant Brethren, thoſe proofs of our 
love to them, and of our concern for the work to 


which they are devoted, that every bond of piety, 


humanity, and gratitude, obliges us to afford. _ 
Yet, in recommending to yon, Brethren, an at- 

tempt, which, if the Lord enables us to accompliſh 

it, muſt be attended with great expence, and ſtill 


greater riſk, we ſhould be inexcuſable, if we did 


not endeavour to render the objects, and the effects 
of the voyage, as grand and beneficial as they can 
be made. We truſt, that it is capable of anſwering 
La robes which will ſatisfy very enlarged deſires of 
uſefulneſs. We have already admitted, that the 


Iſlands of the South Seas were choſen to be the 


ſcenes of our firſt efforts, not becauſe they were of 
greater importance than other parts of the globe, 
but becauſe they were judged more acceſſible, and 
on the whole, more favourable to ſuch a miſſion as 


we could undertake. It was on a ſimilar account, 
hat the former voyage was not directed to the 


more extenſive countries of the Pacific Ocean, but 
to thoſe iſlands where we expected to find the 


1 greateſt docility and cordiality in the natives. It 
| was in this point of view, that the iſland of Otaheite 


formed 
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formed the foreground of our proſpect. A labo- 
rious inveſtigation of the reports of every preceding 
navigator convinced us, however, that a friendly 7 
reception, and a ſafe reſidence for our Miflionaries, 
might reafonably be expected, in ſome groups of 
ifands with which Otaheite had no intercourſe. 
Our dear friends, who embarked in the Duff, di- 
rectly and deeply intereſted as they were in the Þ 
event, formed the ſame judgment from the infor- 5 
mation that we laid before them. They venture 
[| to attempt the Friendly Iflands, though variouſly. * 
4 and inconſiſtently repreſented by former voyagers, 
1 and the Marqueſas, though at that time but little 
1B Known, The Lord, in every inſtance, exceeded our 
hopes, and difappointed our fears. In three dif- 
4 _ _ tin& cluſters of iſlands, to none of which the Goſ- 
 W pel could apparently have been communicated from 
3 8 the others, it is now happily planted. What an 
| _ encouragement is this for us to encounter ſome 1 
labour, and ſome hazard, in order to fow the feed |} 
| of the word in other iſlands, to which it is not likely 
. to ſpread from thoſe places which have already re- 
ceived it! Vea, what an obligation is laid upon us, 
to truſt the Lord farther than we have yet done; 
when hitherto he has ſo graciouſly rebuked our un- 
belief! Never again let us doubt, that the hearts of 
all are in his hand! Nor let us decline a. trial of 
is ſuch places as are more extenſive and important 
1 | than thoſe which we at firſt attempted ; although #® 
1 we are informed that their inhabitants (moſtly f 
j the fame race and language with thoſe who now #| 
| love and revere our Miſſionaries) are leſs docile in 
* their manners, and have at times committed outrages 
1 on viſitors of a very different deſcription. If, for in- 
ſtance, the extenſive country of New Zealand was 
il mhabited by men ferocious as lions, we know that 
the Lord could change them into lambs. We. are 
= even aſſured, upon indubitable authority, that ſome 
1 principal natives of the country juſt mentioned, (at Ml 
1 which, in our former voyage, we durſt not propoſe 
5 | | 00 
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to touch) are now familiarly acquainted with, and 


2 cordially diſpoſed toward our countrymen, who 
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have repeatedly viſited them from Norfolk Iſland. 
Let us not entertain a momentary ſuſpicion, that 
3 our dear Brethren, who are applying to us for aſ- 


3 ſiſtance to ſpread the knowledge 'of Chriſt, will 


3 ſbrink-from that degree of hazard, which, notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch favorable circumſtances, may yet be 
3 apprehended. They have counted the coſt; and 


5 their enquiry is, we doubt not, ſimply where, and 


2X how, they may moſt effectually promote the cauſe 
XZ of their crucified Redeemer. They certainly are 
not aiming to © boaſt in another man's line of 
things made ready to their hand.” If they viſit 
their Brethren and fore-runners, they will gladly be 
2 © enlarged by them to preach the Goſpel in re- 
gions beyond them :”/ and any of them, who may 
be neceſſarily detained to aſſiſt their Brethren in a 
work already begun, will reluctantly forego an 
opportunity to emulate their example, by carrying 
the Goſpel where it never had been known. 
But enough of this. Of all fears, thoſe are leaſt 
grounded in experience, which reprefent our Miſ- 


nonaries to be in danger of relinquiſhing the work 


they ſo cheerfully undertake. A ſingle, un-alarm- 
Ning failure, ſerves to excite our thankfulneſs for the 
general ſteadineſs and reſolution of our Brethren, 
whether in Africa, or the diſtant iflands; and our 
higher eſteem of that act of Chriſtian heroiſm, to 
q which it afforded both an occation and a foil. It is 
more needful to obſerve, that, by naming one of the 


numerous extenſive countries in the Pacific Ocean, 
9 ; 1 . . PE wt 
we do not at preſent mean to recommend this in 
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3 particular, as a certain object for the miſſion. Our 
minds are not yet ſufficiently informed, to decide 
upon the preciſe places that are moſt proper to be 
ZMext attempted. We. propoſe to ſearch, with the 
Inmoſt earneſt diligence, every ſource of information, 
Impartially to lay before our Brethren, who devote 
hemſelves to the miſſion, all the facts we can col- 
1 | c : lect 
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Ted for their inſtruftion; to recommend, to their 
peculiar attention, thoſe places which we judge 
moſt ſuitable to their talents, and moſt in need of 
their labours; and to adviſe them to make a fixed 
choice of their objects, and of their companions in 
the work; from which, it may perhaps be better 
for them afterward not to depart, without a ſanc- ? 
tion from the majority of their Brethren upon the 
voyage. = | N 2 
It is upon the judgment and experience of our 
beloved Brethren, who have returned from the for- 
mer voyage, that we ground a confident aſſertion 
reſpecting the practicability of that which we now 
propoſe. All our Bréthren, now at the South Sea 
Iſlands, may be viſited and aſſiſted, and ſeveral of 
the more extenſive iſlands explored, ſufficiently to 
aſcertain whether the Miſſionaries deſigned for them 
may. be left there with ſafety; within an equal 
ſpace of time, and at an equal expence, with that 
employed in the former voyage. e. 
We have room to expect that the Eaſt-India 
Company would again freight the ſhip from Canton, 
by which the expence of the voyage might, as be- 
fore, be partly reduced, and the principal objection 
to the undertaking would thus, in ſome meaſure, 
be removed. But we apprehend it will be entirely 
obviated, if we conſider, that hitherto the religious 
world have diſcovered the moſt liberal and cordia! 
inclination to render our funds proportionate to our 
needfu] exertions; that our undertaking to the 
South Sea Iſlands has excited a very lively and ge- 
neral ſympathy; that it is now recommended to 
their regard by ſtriking inſtances of the divine. ap- 
probation; that the expence of the voyage, though 
heavy, is but a temporary exertion; and, above 
all, that pecuniary exertions conſtitute the cn/y ſa- 
erifice likely to be made in this miſſion; and if 
compared with the health, and conſequent uſeful- # 
neſs of our Miſſionaries, it muſt ſurely be accounted 
a a ſmall ſacrifice indeed. 5 1 
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EPHESIANS ili. 20, 21. 


Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can aſk or think, according to the 
poder that worketh in us — Unto him be glory in the 
church, by Chriſt Feſus, throughout all ages, world 
without end— Amen. A 


E live in an eventful period. The provi- 
dence of God is unfolding the Book of 
Prophecy, and explaining its predictions by their 
accompliſhment. Perhaps the annals of the world 
do not preſent a period in which calculation, re- 
ſpecting civil affairs, has been more evidently 
wrong, or in which the prophecies were more clearly 
fulfilled, than the preſent. Prophecy always carries 
two aſpects: it frowns on the enemies of God, and 
of human kind ; but ſmiles upon thoſe who aim at 
his honour, and the happineſs of their fellow men. 

Among the many painful events which ſhock the 
feelings of humanity, we have one moſt pleaſing 
circumſtance to contemplate. While the ſword of 
war is depopulating Eufope, and ſtorms of wrath 
are ſhaking terribly the nations, the ſervants of the 
Prince of Peace are purſuing the eternal intereſts of 
immortal ſouls. | | IDS 5 
We are met this day, not to rejoice in victories, 
nor to ſing of garments rolled in blood, but to re- 
cord the high praiſes of our God, for the propitious 
occurrences which have eminently marked the ef- 


forts of the Miſſionary Society. | 
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Some perſons have already aſked what ſucceſs 


have you obtained, that calls for this public thankſ- 


giving? Would it not be more ſuitable to wait till 
you know whether any of the Heathens are con- 


-verted by your means? We anſwer, it is probable, 


were we to wait till we-have-intelligence that ſome 
are converted, the fame objectors would ſay, it 
would be better to wait till ſufficient length of time 
had given proof that their converſion was real. 
Before the Temple was built, David and the 
Princes of Iſrael = public thanks to God, that 
t 
Wherefgre David bleſſed the Lord before all the 
*. Lord God of Iſrael, our Father, for ever and ever. 
e Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majeſty: 
5 for all that is in Heaven, and in the Earth, is 


«4 thine, Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou 
dart exalted as head above all, Both riches and 
© honour come of thee, and thou reigneth over all, 
and in thy hand is power and might; and in thy 
© band. it is to make. great, and to give, ſtrength 
'< untoall. Now, therefore, God, we thank thee, 
and praiſe thy gloripus name.” It is true, they 


had only prepared for the building, but the prepaz 
ration for the edifice was as neceſſary to the com- 


Pletion of the work, as the Temple was for the pur- 
Poſe of divine worſhip. Our public thankſgiving 


an this occaſion is as ſeaſonable, and as proper, as 


* 


o 


ports are directed to the, ſame end. 


But others ſay it has too much the appearance o 
ſounding our own praiſes, and trumpeting our own. 


fame, We feel. this objection moſt keenly; not 


— the ſame, ſpirit to influence us, and our ef: 


. becauſe we think. it applies to us, not becauſe, we. 
| Js diſcouraged. by it, but becauſe. it is a plain in- 
Jication of, the ingratitude of the objector's heart, 


4 


a 4 


* 


eir hearts to prepare for it.— 


congregation; and David 'ſajd, © bleſſed be thou, 
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and becauſe the remark will equally apply to the 
public thankſgiving of David and the Princes of 


Iſrael. 5 | 
You, my dear hearers, have long been lifting up 


holy hands, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, for a 


divine bleſſing en. your undertaking. The Father 


of mercies has heard your ſupplications, even be- 


yond your expettation, and naw claims your grate- 
ful acknowledgment. It appears very fit, in the 
nature of things, that prayer ſhould be ſucceeded, 
by praiſes, Our Saviour teaches it in the conduct 


of the Samaritan Leper; and the Apoſtle exem- 
plifies it in the chapter from which I have ſelected 


my text. For having ſupplicated many important 
bleſſings for the Epheſians, and being perſuaded. 
that God, who had begun the good work of grace 
in their hearts, would certainly beſtow the favours, 


he requeſted, he burſts forth into grateful adoration 


— Now unto, him that is able to do exceeding 


„ abundantly. above all that we can aſk or think, 


according to the power that worketh in us—unto. 
* him be glory in the church, by Chriſt Jeſus, 
e throughout all ages, world without end—Amen.” 

In theſe words the Apoſtle fixes the attention of 
the Epheſians, on the firſt cauſe of all their religious 


experience: the power of God working in them, 


He excites their gratitude to the author of their 


mercies to Him, be glory in the church, by Chriſt 


Jeſus, world; without end. He directs them to the 


conſideration of the divine character, as a ground, 
for farther,encquragement—!o him who is able to do 


exceeding abundantly above all that we can aſk or. 


think, be glory, & I am. to follow, his example, 
as nearly as the nature of the occaſion will admit, 


by.endeavouring to exhibit to the Miſſionary So- 
ciety—the intereſting events which claim its,admi- 
ration—the weighty reaſons which excite its gratis. 
tude-—and the pleaſing canſidęrations which ſhould 
Broye its encouragement. , ' | 
ch claim admiration, 

| The 


8 
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he firſt event which we ought to admire is 
the communication of "a miffonary ſpirit. ps 


God has moſt evidently imprefſed on His people 


a lively concern for the ſalvation of the Heathen. 


This is one of the moſt pleaſing ſigns of the time. 


The church has too long been diſpoſed to. retire 


within its own circle, rather than to enlarge its 


borders. Chriſtians have been too inſenſible to the 
important duty of imparting the Goſpel to Pagan 
nations; and min ſters have little conſidered the ex- 
tent of their commiſſion, “ go into all the world, 
* and preach the Goſpel to every creature.” If the 
converſion of unenlightened countries formed part of 
our prayers, It entered very little into our councils: 
and we have prayed for it as a buſineſs in which we 
had no immediate concern, rather than as a ſubject 
which ought to have engaged our united efforts. 
But at length, towards the cloſe of the eighteenth ' 
century, God has remarkably imparted to the ſouls 
of many thouſands, both in this, and in other 
countries, an earneſt ſolicitude for the ſalvation of 
miſerable Pagans. | 33 


Ihe lively ſparks of Chriſtian zeal, communi- 


cated from the ſacred altar, to the minds of ſome 


bighly favoured ſervants of God, coming into con- 


tact, have burſt into a holy flame, and ſpread in all 
directions. This heavenly fire will not eaſily be ex- 
tinguiſhed: it will, we truſt, be as laſting as that 


on the Jewiſh altar, and much more influential and 


extenſive. Fanned by the Divine Spirit, and fed 
by the fuel of the faithful promiſes, it will increaſe 


on every fide, till the benighted nations ſhall feel : 


its energy, and walk in its light. It affords no 
ſmall conſolation to the church, and preſents no 
weak motive for gratitude, that the duty of Chriſ- 
tians, to ſend the Goſpel to unenlightened tribes, 
is now better underſtood, and more ſenſibly felt, 
than it has been fince the apoſtolic age; and we 
hope that every year, nay, every month, hap 4 
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ſome new light on the ſubject, and inſpire the 


church with increaſing ardour. 


Who but thoſe, who ſhut their eyes againſt the 
light, can deny that there is a rue miſhonary ſpirit 
in the Chriſtian world? The number of goſpel mi- 


niſters and real Chriſtians who appear intereſted 


in the ſubje&, the generoſity of their ſubſcriptions, 
the fervency of their prayers, and the nature of 
their exertions, are facts which ſpeak for them- 


ſelves. | 


The univerſal ſpread of the Goſpel is a ſubje& 


of divine prediction. "The Goſpel of the kingdom 
* ſhall be preached in all the world, for a witneſs 


ce to all nations.“ They ſhall all know me from 
© the leaſt to the greateſt of them.” But how ſhall 
they helieve on him, of whom they have not heard? 
And how ſhall they hear without a preacher? And 
how ſhall they preach except they be ſent? Now can 
that which is ſo much the ſubject of revelation ; that, 
which we are authorized to expect; that, which we 
ſee beginning to be accompliſhed; .can that be at- 


tributed to any other agency than his, who is the 


author of the predictions? If the miſſionary ſpirit 


did not originate with God, why was it not felt and 


ated upon before? The duty of miſſions to the 
Heathen was as clearly revealed ; the diſcharge of 
it as neceſſary, and the means nearly as great as 
now. To what cauſe, then, can we aſcribe this 
change of opinion, of ſenſation, and of conduct, 
but to him who ſaid, «© Not by might, nor by 
6 Foe, but by my ſpirit, faith the Lord of 

oſts L | "TY: ö ö : 

The ſecond thing which claims our attention is 
the formation of a Miſſionary Society. Men were 
originally formed for ſociety: without this union 
little could either be performed or enjoyed. Per- 


ſons, cloſely united, can perform, with facility, 
What it would be preſumptuous in an individual to 
attempt. The combined talents and graces in the 


{ocieties of men are what the muſcles in the animal 
TE a ſtructure 


24  Mrncits AoE wWI n: 
ſtructure are to each other. It is the muſcular co- 


operation in the human body which enables it to 


perform wonderful acts of agility and ſtrength. 
And what may we not expeck from you, my dear 
friends, if, by divine influence, you continue in 
your preſent undivided ſtrength, and unabating 
_ zeal in the cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt? The formation of 
the Society has given publicity to your deſigns, and 
energy to your actions. It has engaged the intexeſt 
of many, who would otherways never have thought 
of the ſabje&, and called forth your own power into 


exerciſe, which might have lain dormant and un- 


When we conſider the different denominations 


of which you are compoſed, and contemplate the 


commencement of your operations, your progrefs 
and ſuccefs, we are conſtrained to fay, ſurely this 


is the finger of God! Is there nothing like the 


power of divine grace manifeſted on the hearts of 
men, when we ſee them lay aſide ancient cuſtoms, 


break through old prejudices, and unite, as the 


heart of one man, in one object? Is there nothing 
like divine influence, when men, differing in their 
education, habits of thinking, and connections, 
imbibe the ſame ſpirit, and ufe every method to 
ſtimulate each other to acts of benevolence to the 
Heathen? There is too much of diſintereſtedneſs, 
of general . and of brotherly-love, diſ- 
played in this Inſtitution, to be attributed to any 
other cauſe, than that of divine influence.  _ 
A third thing which claims our attention, and 
by which the Divine Power is manifeſt, is, Ihe com- 
mencement of miſſionary labours. LY 
Miſſionary [ſocieties are, comparatively, of little 
value without inſtruments to accompliſh their be- 
nevolent deſigns: Your writing and preaching at 
home will not convert the Heathen abroad. There 


muſt be men of piety, wiſdom, ſelf-denial, and 


zeal, to be engaged in the important work. Such, 


FF. , we. 
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we. believe, God has raiſed up, and ſent forth ta 
their: arduous:employ. no wh on ETD 
Who could have conjectured, five years - ago, 
that near thirty Miſſionaries would now be las 
bouring in the iſlands of the Southern Ocean? 
Whoever reflects for a moment on the importance, 
and the difficulties, of obtaining ſuitable; perſons 
for the deſign, and the nature of their engage- 
ments, will be induced to wonder that ſo many 
ſhould tender their ſervices in ſo ſhort a time; and 
will be conſtrained to ſay, This alſo cometh forth 
6e from the Lord of Hoſts, who is wonderful in 
* counſel, and excellent in working.” 

It has been objected, that the men you have 
ſent out were ignorant, indigent, and captious; 
that they had nothing to ſacrifice, and had bettered 
their condition. There is no ſuch thing as ſatisfy- 
ing the diſpoſition of ſome perſons.. Like a jaun- 
_ diced eye, it diſcolours every object it ſees, and 
_ disfigures even perfect beauty "tfelf, It is a query; 
if a hundred miſſions were eſtabliſhed, if either of 
them would furniſh in the aggregate, more eminent 
and ſuitable ability. Theſe objections by no means 
apply ; for poverty neither diſſolves the ties of na- 
ture, nor deſtroys the love of one's country! Not 
are they well founded: for ſeveral of the Miſſion- 
_ aries went from reſpectable connections, eaſy cir- 
cumſtances, and flattering proſpe&ts; and ſome 
others of them would have credited moſt of the 
pulpits in the Metropolis. Some ſmall difference 
of opinion among them is rather a proof that they 
are men of thought and reflection, and confequently 
more fit for their employ than mert of weak minds; 
and ſervile tempers, unequal to the difficulties of 
their ſtation, and incapable of judging and ating 
for themſelves. Whenever a. body of men ceaſes 


to debate, it is à ꝓroot that it ceaſes to think, and 
no wonder then iir Mould ſoon ceafe to act. 
Io what cauſe, beſide the influence of the ſpirit 
of: God, can we attribute the readineſs with which 
EDO} | ÞD 5 theſe 
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theſe righteous men have left all that is dear to them 
in their native country, and entered upon their ar- 
duous work, with all the real and imaginary diffi- 
culties before them? Conſider the inefficacy of 
human perſuaſion to induce a man to leave his 
country, his family, and his friends, and to expoſe 
himſelf to a thouſand inconveniences and difficul- 
ties, and that, too, without the proſpect of wordly 
honour or emoluments. Conſider how a man would 
naturally reaſon with himſelf before he could over- 
come the powerful pleas of nature and of habit, 
and enter upon a mode of life which expoſes him to 
dangers and death. Try the experiment upon 
yourſelf, and aſk, ſhall I offer myſelf to the Society 
to become a Miſſionary to the Heathen? Could you 
put this queſtion ſeriouſly, a number of others 
would, no doubt, immediately ariſe in the mind. 
Am I called to be a Miſſionary? Am I qualified for 
it? Are my motives pure; my faith, patience, and 
zeal ſufficient for the work? What will my friends 
think of it? Perhaps my fitneſs may be diſputed, _ 
and my. motives ſuipected. Can I not be as uſeful 
at home? and are there not many more equal to 
the taſk than myſelf? Such queſtions would excite 
in the mind a thouſand fears, and theſe create as 
many objections. And can we ſuppoſe their minds 
differed from ours, ſo as to render them inſenſible 
to'thele reafonings? pe net -- 
No doubt they had their difficulties to ſurmount, 
and objettions to oppoſe, both from carnal policy, 
and the affectionate entreaties of friends, but they 
roſe ſuperior to all. Their zeal for God, and love 
to immortal fouls, forced their way through every 
barrier, and conſtrained them to act: for it was the 
power of God working in them, to will and to do, 
of his own good pleaſure. 3 
Tuourtlly, The proſherity of your mifſionary voyage ex- 
cites our wonder and our praiſes. A thoufand 
pleaſing ſenſations are produced in the mind; while 
we tracc the leadings of Providence, and the au- 
5 „„ - | ſpicious 


ſpicious occurrences, which ſtamp divine appro- 
bation on your efforts. The long chain of pro- 
pitious events, which has perpetually attended the 
voyage, binds our hearts ſtronger than ever to the 
miſfonary cauſe. While you were enquiring what 
was the moſt eligible method of conveying your 
miſſionaries to the Southern Iſlands, and even before 


you had concerned yourſelves about a captain, 


God had provided one. His preſence forbids my 
relating ſeveral things of him, which would give 
| you pleafure to hear. But I muſt ſuppreſs my feel- 
ings, and he ſhould ſuppreſs his, while I mention 
one thing, at leaſt, in order to excite yours. Be- 
fore the Society was formed, and while the ſubject 


was but in embryo, God prepared his mind for the 


work he has fo nobly executed. The miniſter, whom 
he had been accuſtomed to hear, deſcribed, one 
Lord's day morning, the nature and ſtrength of 


Abraham's faith, in leaving Ur of the Chaldees, 


not knowing whither he went. Our friend made 
a perſonal application of the ſubject, and faid, 
* What has my faith enabled me to do, or to ſuffer 


* for God?” Diſtreſſed with fearing that he had. 


no faith, or that it was not genuine, he earneſtly 
prayed, Lord teach me what I ſhall do, to honour 
thee, and benefit my fellow men! That very even- 
ing, returning from worſhip, he carried with him 


that number of the Evangelical Magazine, in which 


was mentioned the deſirableneſs of ſending Miſ- 
fionaries to the South Sea Iſlands, and the different 
methods of conveying them juſt ſtated. While he 
was reading, a deep impreſſion was made on his 
mind, that if the Society ſhould engage a ſhip, he 
would voluntarily become their captain, This de- 
termination, at firſt, gave him ſome painful ſen- 


ſations, but ſoon after it ſet his heart at reſt. Sure- 


ly this is the Lord's doing, and marvellous in our 
eyes! 1 | 


Every thing relating to this part of the ſubject is 
Qadmirable. Conſider the remarkable preſervation 
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of the lives and the health of all on board; the ra- 
pidity of the voyage; the favourable reception of 
the Miſſionaries, and the ſafe return of the ſhif k 
and then aſk, Has not God been with them | 
truth? I have only given you a rough ſketch of 
this portrait, intending to leave it to the more maſ- 
terly ſtrokes of my Revered Father to perfect, and 
preſent it to you in the evening 

Having briefly - ſtated ſome 555 * leading oa 
currences relative to the Miſionary Society, and 
ſhown how far they appear to be directed by him 
who is able to do for us exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can aſk or think, 1 paſs on to 


preſent to you ſome weighty ee N hooks 
excite your gratitude. jr 
The miſſionary ſpirit which tes: red tie 
chürebes, and communicated the light of the Gof. 
pel to Heathen lands, may be conſidered as g 
dawn of 11 OY feridd of air Foun, - aug: of is 


world, 

The Ges events, and en vnite to )eftabliſh 
this poſition.” It is probable, poſterity will con⸗ 
ſider the difplay of this Chriſtian benevolence i in the 
eſtabliſhment of Miſſionary Societies in different 
parts of the world, as the beginning of an ra, 
more intereſting than that of the reformation. Nay; 
| ſome have conceived, that the happy epoch, which 

is repreſented as ſucceeding the tall o Antichrift, 
Will date its commencement from the formation 
of this noble inſtitutioͤn. 

Peuture hiſtorians will trace the pure ſpirit of 
| Chriſtian philanthropy, which has difplayed itſelf 
in Europe and America, and thereby exhibit to the 
church, the various means by which the Goſpel 


Dread from continent to continent, and from iſland 


to iſland. The univerſal ſpread of the Goſpel ſhall 
ſecure the greateſt bleſſing to the world. Then 
man, meeting man, ſhall embrace his brother. and 
his friend, and *© learn war o more.“ For 
Gi — og thall all know me, from the leaſt to the 
1 1 oh e 
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« greateſt, ſaith the Lord.” Could you ſee all the 
pleaſing effects of your exertions, your hearts would 
ſwell with joy, and your fouls long to be diſmiſſed 
from the body, that they might have room to ex- 
pand. CCC 
In the next place, conſider as an argument for 


gratitude, that many of theſe bleſſings are given 


as evident anſwers to prayer. 

When God has deſigned to beſtow peculiar fa- 
vours on his church, be has generally poured out a 
ſpirit of grace and ſupplication in a remarkable de- 
. Idis appears in the caſe of Daniel. In the 
frſt year of the reign of Darius, Daniel underſtood, 
from the prophecy of Jeremiah, that the deliverance 


of Iſrael was near; and he ſet his face unto the Lord 


God, to ſeek, by prayer and ſupplication, the pro- 
miſed deliverance, and the renewal of the ancient 
religion. And while he was praying, Gabriel, 
commiſſioned from God, ſaid to him, “ At the be- 
** ginning of thy ſupplications, the commandment 
* came forth!“ So ready was the Lord to grant 
his requeſt, ! that an herald was immediately dif- 


patched to inform him that his prayer had pre- 


Failed. I?, i 0 
It is likewiſe evident in the caſe of Nehemiah 
who, when he had learnt the deplorable ſtate of the 
city and temple of Jeruſalem, ſat down, and wept, 


and prayed before the God of Heaven, and con- 


cluded a long addreſs by ſaying, O Lord, I be- 


* ſeech thee, let now-thine ear be attentive to the 


© prayer of thy ſervant, and to the prayers of th 
* ſervants who defire to fear thy name ; and orof. 
i per, I pray thee, thy ſervant this day.” Nor 
does he forget to remark, that it was God that put 
it into his heart to be concerned for Jeruſalem, and 
that he proſpered, becauſe the good hand of his 
God was upon him. wy, KI 


The ſpirit of prayer is the peculiar gift of God. 


When we ſee many thouſands in earneſt with him 


for ſome ſpiritual bleſſing, we have good reaſon to 


expect 
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expe the favour will be communicated ; eſpecially 
when the thing deſired is a ſubje& of the promiſe. 
That God has poured out a ſpirit of ſupplication 
on the behalf of the Heathen, on many thouſands 
in theſe kingdoms, is as evident as that he has 
given them being. Who ever heard or read of ſuch 
a general and fervent ſpirit of prayer, for the ſame 
object, as we have recently witneſſed? I need not 
refer you to the declarations of thoſe, who have told 
you how earneſtly they have wreſtled with God for 
the converſion of ſinners; nor need I call your re- 
collection to the monthly prayer meetings in this 
city, and all parts of the kingdom: your own ex- 
perience affords you ample proof that God has im- 
parted an earneſt concern for: the ſpread of the 
.- -Who-can count the number of prayers that have 
been offered to the Throne of Grace, in leſs than 
two years, on the behalf of the Miſſionaries, the 
Captain, and the Mariners! But who, that com- 
ares them with the divine conduct, can refrain 
rom ſaying, Thou art the God that heareth 
* prayer.” VVVVV%J%%V%%%à 0590 
The language of Ezra and Nehemiah will teach 
us to aſcribe thofe things to God, which the men 
of the world would attribute to mere chance. 
Iheſe things afford us matter for gratitude, as. 
they prove to demonſtration, the kind and unre- 
mitted attention of God to our prayers, and preſent 
to us a ſtrong preſumption, if not abſolute proof, 
that the ſpirit of prayer was from him. It was not 
the effufion of an heated imagination, nor the flaſh 
. of a moment, but the effect of the ſpirit's influence, 
of zeal for the divine honour, and of love for im- 


mortal ſouls. From the number and nature of the 


facts recited, we have as ſtrong proofs, as the length 
of time, and the deſcription of circumſtances would 
lead us reaſonably to expect, that our deſign is ap- 
proved of God, and that © the time, the ſet time, 

eto favour Zion, is come,” Fat pre? t 
Another 


) 


Another thing which calls for gratitude, is he 
pleaſing effects theſe events have produced in our own 
Country. 1 e . 7 Ew 

Whatever is calculated to enliven and invigorate 


the church, is no doubt a valuable bleſſing. That 


the Miſſionary Society has been a means of doing 
it, no one, who is not ſwayed by prejudice, or 
| blinded by ignorance, will deny. Theſe effects are 
as evident as the ſun beams; for they are not vnly 
ſeen, but felt. The Miſſionary Spirit has enlarged 
the minds of miniſters and. people. It has filled our 
aſſemblies with hearers, our pulpits with fervour, 


and our ſouls with devotion. It has rouſed the 


zeal of dormant profeſſors, and enflamed the 


hearts of lukewarm Chriſtians. It has opened the 


hands even of the penurious, and preſented a noble 
object of benevolence to the liberal. It has inſpired 
various denominations with love for each other. 
and brought them into contact, and thereby ſtamped 
a new character on the religious public. | 


The union of different parties, the ſuccefs of your 


efforts, and the proſperity of the voyage, have ex- 
cited the attention of numerous bye-ſtanders, or 
ſilenced the objections of many gainſayers, and ſe- 


cured the friendſhip of others, who before were 


doubtful whether the cauſe were of God. "Theſe 
things ſhould excite your gratitude, and be a ſpur 
to new exertions. | | 


This 1mportant ſubject has alſo engaged much 


of the attention and converſation of a great 
number of Miniſters and Chriſtians, and has 
turned them from the politics of this world, to 
the concerns of immortal fouls. The miſſionary 
zeal has put Chriſtian Societies in motion; and 


motion and exerciſe are as neceſſary for their wel- 


fare, as they are for the human body. The former, 
like the latter, are debilitated, and almoſt uſeleſs, 


without action; like air and water, they are con- 


taminated by ſtagnation, and muſt be kept in mo- 
tion in order to be uſeful. You, who know moſt 
TT ” 1 2 
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of ſociety in general, and of Chriftian churches in 
particular, know it is neceſſary to keep them in 
exerciſe, in order to keep them alive. _ 
_ _ Frequent meetings, in which the people have 
ſomething to ſay and do, as well as ſomething to 
hear: ſuch as prayer-meetings, conferences, meetings 
of young perſons, of children, ſocieties for the be- 
nefit of the poor, and conſultations among the prin- 
cipal people in à congregation, about the beſt 
methods of promoting the intereſt of the Goſpel, 
are great means, and I mention them only as fuch, 
of preſerving and quickening the zeal, both of mis 
niſter and people, and of giving to the congregation 
an energy of action, of which it would otherwiſe 
be deſtitute. VV 
Tbe Miſſionary Spirit has imparted this noble 
energy to a great number of congregations and 
country aſſociations; and theſe have happily been 
the means of ſpreading the Goſpel through a 
number of towns and villages around them. The 
benefit of this influence is reciprocal. As the blood 
put in motion at The heart is forced to the extre- 
mities of the body, and from thence returns again 
to ſupply that organ with new life, ſo the Miſfionary | 
Spirit, fet in motion in the Metropolis of the king- 
dom, extends its influence to the extremities of the 
Britiſh Empire, and returns back to the Society 
again, to give new ſtrength to its exertions. 
© Various inſtitutions, abroad and at home, for the 
noble purpoſe of ſpreading the Goſpel in the world, 
have originated from this; and are in union with it. 
Who that knew the ſtate of religion in many coun- 
ties in this kingdom, and knows it now, but will 
readily admit that the Miſhonary Society has done 
good at home, and is calculated to do a confider- 
able _—_— more. „ „„ „ 
Miniſters have been induced to encourage gifted 
members of their churches to go into the neighbour- 
ing villages on the Lord's Day, to teach ſuch: as are 
fitting in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death: the 
# oe i people 
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people have willingly engaged in the work, and in 
many places the fields are white already for the 
harveſt. Theſe are bleſſed figns, the effect of which 
no mind can calculate. "Theſe things ſhould fill us 
with joy, and inſpire us with gratitude. *' 

The perſonal advantages many of you have re- 
ceived from the Miſſionary ſpirit ſhould excxe your 
gratitude... x 18 | | 


Were there no immediate benefit reſulting from. 


it to the Heathen, we have perſonally ſufficient 


reaſon to call upon our ſou's, and all that is within 


us, to bleſs the name of the Lord. 


Revered Fathers, and Brethren in the Miniſtry, 


have not you abundant reaſon to give glory to God 
for the Miffionary zeal, which has warmed. your 
hearts, and which ſtill glows in your boſom? Has 
it not frequently led you to the Throne of Grace, 
with pungent ſenſations, and humble confeſſions of 
your paſt indifference to the great duties of your 
ſtation. | Has it not filled your ſoul with real grief, 
that you have lived ſo many years to. ſo little pur- 
| -Poſe, and that you have exerted yourſelves no more 
in the cauſe of your Lord and Redeemer? Has it 
not forced you before God with earneſt ſupplica- 
tions to the Holy Spirit, that he would inſpire your 
ſoul with more zeal for the divine honour, more 
love for immortal ſouls, and to grant you greater 
ſucceſs in your miniſtry? Has it not induced you to 


| ſtudy how to preach to be uſeful, rather than to be 


thought learned and eloquent, made you more ſo- 
licitous to know if you were ſucceſsful in your work, 
and led you with earneſtneſs to enquire by what 
methods you could beſt honour God, and benefit 
the. fouls of your people? Has it not made your 
ſermons glow with holy fervour, and your mini- 
ſterial viſits to be ſpiritual and: profitable? Nay, 
has it not been a means, through the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, of leading your minds into deeper diſ- 
coveries of the nature of Chriſtianity; of 
2 : Pe 'z 
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the work of God in your own foul; and of filling 
it with the moſt ſublime ſatisfaQtion? 1755 
Dear Brethren, and friends in Chriſt Jeſus, have 
not many of you ſome perſonal reaſon to be thank- 
ful for the Chriſtian zeal which has invigorated the 
churches? In reflecting much on the ſtate of the. 
Heathen world, you have been induced more than 
ever to prize a revelation from God, and the bleſſing 
of a goſpel miniſtry. It has made you feel a more 
lively concern for your own ſoul, and the ſouls of 
 _ your relatives and neighbours. Public and private 
- worſhip has been attended by you with more fre- 
gquency, ſpirituality, and profit. It has made you 
lament that you have lived fo much for yourſelf, 
and ſo little for God that your time, your gifts, 
and your property, were not more devoted to him 
and his cauſe. Nor has it made you lament only 
that you have done fo little for him, but it has made 
you act for him. It has often drawn your attention 
from the buſy affairs of this life, and fixed it on the 


+ concerns of eternity; and while you have been di- 


ligent in buſineſs, you have been fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving the Lord. _ - 5 
But there is another perſonal motive for grati- 
tude which I ought not to forget to impreſs. on 
your minds. By the eſtabliſhment of this inſtitu- 
tion, God has opened to moſt. of you a greater 
ſphere of uſefulneſs than ever you had before, or 
poſſibly could have had, without it. Many of 
you have moved in a very uſeful ſphere, but it has 
not extended beyond your own town, county, or 
kingdom at furtheſt ; but now, in connection with 
the Miſſionary Society, it encircles the globe. 
The greateſt honour God can confer. on a 
creature, next to making him like himſelf, and 
bleſſing bim with his preſence, is to make him 
uſeful in his cauſe. To be any way employed for 
God is an unſpeakable honour ; but perhaps there 
is no employment this ſide heaven, more ogg 
able, than that of being inſtrumental in eſtabliſhing 
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and conducting the affairs of this Society, except - 
ing that of a Miſſionary. Every new ſucceſs, that 
may attend the Society, will lay you under in- 
creaſing obligation to be thankful that God has 
engaged you in the buſineſs a 

But perhaps I am addreſſing others, who, like 
ſome in the town where J reſide, will have reaſon 


to bleſs God © through all the ſucceſſions of an 


endleſs eternity” for the Miſſionary cauſe. The 


novelty of the ſubject excited their curioſity ; the 


benevolence of the Society their admiration ; and 
the ſtate of the Heathens their pity. But their 
attention was ſoon turned from the ſtate of Pagan 
nations to themſelves, and they wondered they 
ſhould feel that concern for them they had never 
exeiciſed for their own ſouls, and that admiration 
for the Society they had never felt for Jeſus Chriſt. 


In this way the ſpirit of truth convinced them of 
their deplorable condition as ſinners, the neceſſit 


of a new heart, and of an intereſt in the blood of 
atonement. He hath alſo ſealed peace on their 
conſcience by the goſpel, and directed their feet 
into the way of holineſs. Should not one Heathen 
be converted by our means, the ſalvation of the 
perſons alluded to will afford ſufficient reaſon for | 
to be eternally grateful, Should I be addrefling 
any of this deſcription this morning, ſurely I need 
not attempt to convince you, that you have the 
eateſt perſonal reaſon to unite with the Apoſtle 
in aſcriptions of praife ; for if you hold your tongues 
the very flones would cry out, . 
The laſt reaſon | thall mention, tending. to ex- 
cite your gratitude, is that the things I have flated 
ftand connected with the ſalvation of ſouls ; aud, con- 
fequently, the completion of the church and tne eternal 
é oft if é 
Who chn appreciate the value of immortal 


ſpirits! Their exiſtence is endleſs like the exiſ- 


tence of him who 2 them. Eternity awaits 
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them of felicity or miſery, according to the ſtate 
in which they quit the preſent world, 
= Think of the deplorable condition of the hea- 
then. Many millions of them are fitting in dark- 
neſs and the ſhadow of death; as ignorant of the 
true character of God, how he is to be worſhipped, 
and how they are to be ſaved, as a man born blind 
is of light; and as deſtitute of true devotion to 
him as the icy mountains which envelope the poles 
are of heat. Think of the vaſt number of theſe. 
immortal ſpirits, which quit their tabernacles every 
year ſtrangers to God and to his ſon [Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and then aſk yourſelves, if you are not bound to give 
unfeigned thanks to God, that there are various 
ſocieties of good men, whoſe earneſt ſolicitude for 
their ſalvation is attended with noble and correſ- 
ponding exertions, to ſend them the goſpel of the 
„ ß TT 9, 
How will it fill your ſouls with joy, when you 
meet around the throne, to ſee myriads from Pagan 
nations entering the realms of bliſs, ſwelling the 
general ſong of Hallelujah to God and the lamb, 
and ſaying, ©- Unto him that loved us, and waſhed 
* us from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and prieſts unto God, and his 
father, to him be glory and dominion for ever 
e and ever!” What unſpeakable, what incon- 
_ ceiveable pleaſure muſt it afford you at the great 
day to behold the Miffionaries approaching the 
throne, and, pointing to fouls - redeemed from 
among the heathen, ſaying, Here Lord are we 
* and the children thou haſt given us.” OE 
Ihe Apoſtle calls upon the whole church to give 
glory to God; and we with propriety may follow 
his example. The term Church is ſignificant and. 
comprehenſive ; including the general aſſembly of 
the firſt bern, who are written in heaven. It of 
courſe 1s not confined to any ſett or diſtin& claſs of 
Chriſtians, but embraces all who-worthip - God in 
He - ſpirit, whether on earth or in heaven. We 
ne 
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may therefore juſtly call upon the-church to unite 


in this delightful ſervice, as, we truſt, what we 
are engaged in is connected with the intereſt of the 
| whole. OS ; 2 
The eſtabliſhment of Miſſionary Societies is a 


part of the great plan of Providence and redemp- 


tion. It is one of the links in the zreat chain of 
divine events, which is to connett the purpoſes of 
the covenant of grace with the ſalvation of the 
elect, and the honour of the divine character. The 
angels united their joyful acclamations, when Im- 
manuel entered our world ; and there 1s joy in 
heaven when one ſinner repenteth. Shall we, 


then, who know the vaiue of ſouls, we who have 


been redeemed by the blood of the covenant, and 


called by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, be filent 
in our praiſes, when the glad news of ſalvation 1s 
conveyed to the Heathen? God is unfolding his 
character, and his deſigns of mercy to the world; 
is haſtening his kingdom and accompliihing the 
number of hi chen. Ex 

Our praiſes are to be directed to the father, 
through Chriſt Jeſus; for he his worthy, All our 
bleſſings are procured by him, and flow through 


him. For of him, and through him, and to 
* him are all things, to whom be glory for ever. 


« Amen.” t | | 

III. My laſt object is to direct you to the con- 
ſideration of the divine character as a ground for 
your future encouragement,—* He is able to do 


\ 
* 


8 exceeding abundantly above all that we can aſk 


* or think. | 8 ; 
If our: ſucceſs depended upon our own exer- 


tions, we ſhould relinquiſh the deſign in deſpair. ' 


But the cauſe 1s the Lord's, and we are only in 
ſtraments. © He has ſaid my counſel ſhall ſtand, 
* and I will do all my pleaſure.” When we con- 


' traſt our defies and our faith with his power, we 


diſcover the contracted nature of our prayers and 


oo 
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the oreckhnels* of our confidence—** he is able -4 te 
do more than we can aſk or think.” “ 
It was the conſideration of the divine OWer, a as 


being able to acc mpliſh all the deſigns of mercy, 


chat filled the mind of an im priſoned Apoſtle with en- 


couragement and conſolation. The nature of the 


Roman government, the pride of philoſophers, 
the bigotry of the Jews, the barbariſm of ſur- 
rounding nations, prefented 40 mere human 


efforts . mſurmountable - difficulties | in ſpreading 


Chriftianity. Its doctrines and precepts were in 
direct oppoſition to the | prejudices. of the Jews, 
ks philoſophy of the Greeks, and the paſſions of 

men. But it was the power of God; 
! the wiſdom of God.” The Apoſtle was there- 
fore confident that the goſpel would not only ſur- 
mount oppoſition; but that, like a wide ſea, it 


would flow over the Raman empire into barba- 


rous nations, and finally overſpread the world. It 
was the cauſe of Gad; and Omnipotence was en- 
gaged to make it proſper. It is as much his cauſe 
pow, as then; and he is-equally concerned for it. 
Like the Apoſtle, turn your eyes from the difficul - 
ties, which tend to impede the work, . N Pa 0 
that is to accompliſh it. 

The power of God here may include his au- 
thority, as fovereign of the world. The earth is 


the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof. He worketh 


all things after the counſel of his own will. His 
power in this ſenſe exceeds our thoughts, as much 


as time is exceeded by eternity. It may allude to 


him, as the author of redemption. His plans are 


much more extenſive than the utmoſt ſtretch of 


our minds, 
He 1s able; 8 als. the FIRST of, his 


| grace in Chriſt Jeſus are ſufficient for the ſalvation + 
of the. millions of the elect, which no man is 
able to number. Or it may allude to him as 


the. cauſe. of all religious influence. He is able to 

enlighten the darkeſt underſtanding, and to renew 

the moſt ae ane hardened heart, | 15 
Theſe 
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Theſe conſiderations afford us encouragement to 
expect numerous and ſuitable Miſſionaries. When 
he gives the word, great ſhall be the company of 
them that preach it. How improbable was it 
ſome years ſince, that thoſe who are now engaged, 
both as miniſters at home, and Miſſionaries abroad, 
ſhould ever be employed in fuch a work as this ! 
Is his hand ſhortened: that he cannot ſave, or his 
ear heavy that he cannot hear? - , 
No longer ago than the year 1792, Mr. 
Thomas, a baptiſt Miſſionary in the Eaſt Indies, 
came from thence in the ſame ſhip with our friend, 
whoſe ſervices have been ſo very acceptable to the 

Society, and whoſe ſafe return gave occaſion to 
this meeting. At that time he was fortifying his 

mind againft the arguments of his fellow paſſenger 
in favour of Chriſtianity, by various objections to 
it; deeply entrenching himſelf in prejudices againſt 

its doctrines from the impure lives o its profeſſors; 
and building towering expectations of a life of eaſe 
- and pleaſure. Had Mr. Thomas then been in- 
formed, that the next time his companion ſhould 
fail on the great deep, it would be as captain of a 
ſhip voluntarily conveying Miſſionaries to the 
South Sea Iflands, would he have placed any con- 
fidence in the aſſertion, or even have thought it 
probable? Is not the Lord as able to raiſe up 
more Miſſionaries, as he was to raiſe up the laſt, 
and the captain who conveyed them? Perhaps 
there are ſome now at the ſchools of philoſophy; 
who pity your credulity and laugh at your enthu- 
ſiaſm, of whom the Lord may foon ſay, © Theſe © 
*-are choſen” veſſels to bear my name among the 
« Heathen.” Perhaps there are numerous me- 
chanics, men of ſtrong natural powers, who are 
yet in their ſins, and know as little of the Mithon- 

- ary Society as you do of them, whom the Lord 
by different means may bring to the knowledge of 
the Saviour, and ſay to them, Go and preach 
the preaching that I bid you.“ Yea, perhap 


aps, 
there 
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there are ſome here this morning, whoſe hearts 
burn with holy zeal to offer their ſervices to the 
Society: for when God has a work to perform, 
he will always find inſtruments; and if he will 
work, who can hinder? Is there any thing too 
hard for the Lord? „„ is 
The conſideration of the Divine Power en- 
courages you, as to the fucceſs of your Miſſions. 
Every mittion may not anſwer your expectation, 
for God may try your faith and patience, as well 
as encourage your hopes; but moſt aſfuredly you 
ſhall not labour in vain, nor ſpend your ſtrength. 
for nought ; for what can ſtand before Omnipo- 
tence? It may be ſaid, God has ceaſed to work 
miracles: But it ſhould be remembered that many 
things, if related at once, and viewed in the aggre- 
gate, would appear miraculous, which, if ſtated. 
in detail, and traced in their progreſs, would only 
appear remarkable. God has recently wrought 
wonders of judgments, and theſe are generally de- 
| ſigned to pave the way for wonders of mercies. 
He, that by his grace converted our hearts, can 
| ſurely convert the heathen ; and he, who made 
way for the ſpirit of the goſpel in this kingdom, 
can open a way for it in the Pagan world. Yea, 
and he will do it ; for every valley ſhall be exa}ted 
and every mountain and hill ſhall be made low. _ 
The power of God affords you encouragement 
to expect ſeaſonable and ample means for the carrying on 
of the work. . on 
Four Society ſtands upon too broad a baſis, and 
is encouraged by too many generous ſouls, to fail 
for want of ſupport. Ye men of commerce and 
of opulence, will you let the Miſſionary cauſe fail 
for want of pecuniary aid? I am perſuaded were 
it decent for you to anſwer, © No, no,* would 
diſturb our worſhip. Nay could I aſk the queftion 
_ ſufficiently loud for the whole religious publick to 
hear me, No, no, no,” would roll through the 
kingdom like thunder, Can you whom God has 
ä „„ ͤ 
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proſpered in the world; who know the value of 
your own fouls, and, conſequently, muſt feel for 
the ſouls of others; can you withhold from the 
. cauſe of God, when the imperious neceſſities of 
immortal fouls, periſhing for lack of knowledge, 
call for it? Impoſſible. Your minds already pant 


for an opportunity again to vent your generous 


feelings. When God fills the hearts of his people 
with his love, their gold, and their filver, thould 
flow in torrents into the Miſhonary Treaſury. 

Let not unbelief ſuggeſt, © You muſt not ex- 


« pet the proofs of liberality you have had. The 


© ſubject was novel, and the object popular; the 
* people will decline in their exertions now, and 
c the Society will be weakened.” I confeſs I 
have not heard this kind of reaſoning ; but I know 
one who has felt it; and I know one alſo who has 
bluſhed on account of it; for it is not only the 
blackeſt diſtruſt of God, but it is an inſult to the 
religious world. Look at the vaſt number of re- 
ligious edifices, public charities, and the voluntary 
ſupport of the goſpel miniſtry, which have ob- 
tained for half a century, and there read the libe- 
rality of the religious public. Let the people 
know your deſign, and your necethties. Preſent 


the object fully to their view, and they will again 


ſhow you, that they are Chriſtians. 
Nov unto him that is able to do exceedi 

«© abundantly above all that we can aſk or think, 
* to him be glory in the church, by Chriſt Jeſus, 
* throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” 
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SERMON I. 
PSALM CXXVI. 3. 


The Lord hath done great things. for us, whereof we 
are glad. „ 


ROM whence ſhould the tribute of our praiſe 
| F aſcend on this auſpicious ſolemnity with ſuch 
peculiar propriety as from this houſe of God, where- 
In our Brethren received their ſolemn deſignation 
for the Heathen, and went forth like Abraham, 
by faith, not knowing whither they went? How 
often and how ardently from this place hath the 
ery of the great congregation been heard with the 
other thouſands of God's Iſrael, beſieging the 
throne of grace, and graſping hold of the mighty 
angel of the covenant, Geneſis xxxii. 26. refuſing 
to let him go until he bleſs us. We have pre- 
vailed. The anſwer of peace is gow be 
dear objects of our ſolicitude are fate. Behold 
before you, the Captain and our Mariners, the 
eminent inſtances of God's care and love ; nor leſs 
thoſe, whoſe good report they bring us, ſeated 
under their cocoa nut trees and their bread fruit, 
and none to make them afraid. | 

Had it pleaſed our God that ſucceſs had not 
crowned our enterprize, that our ſhip had hun 
ſuſpended on the reef, or our Brethren ſealed 
their teſtimony with their blood, the cauſe had 
been equally glorious, and the calls of duty had 
been nothing leſſened by the miſcarriage ; but 

| | — 
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the Lord knew our feebleneſs and would not 
put us to the teſt. He would not that his ene- 
mies ſhould ſay, there, there, ſo would we have 
it. He would make bare his holy arm, that malig- 
nity might be confounded, and envy driven into 
the darkeſt receſs of her own fallen ſpirit to gnaw 
her ſerpent tongue. The Lord hath done great 
things for us whereof we are glad. 1 
It is with ſenſations only known to thoſe who 
Pray for the peace of Zion, and feel their bleſſed- 
neſs in her proſperity that | am this day, my 
Brethren, addreſſing you, and I am ſure there is 


not a heart of my fellow workers who have been | 
engaged in the Miſſionary Society but is wound up. 


to like or greater joy in the Lord; nay, not a ſoul 
of this vaſt aſſembly but harmonizes with us, 
eager to join our thankſgivings, and on this happy 
occaſion to cry out, bleſſed. be the Lord God of 
Ifrael, who only - doeth wondrous things, and 
bleſſed be his glorious name for ever, and let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory, Amen and 
amen. | EG 
Hear then with wonder, love, and praife, 
_ Firſt, The great things done for us. „ 
Secondly, Acknowledge the bleſſed doer, the 
Lord alone who ſhall be exalted by us this day. © 
Thirdly, Let us with the multitude of the iſles 
be glad there. 5 
Lord touch my lips with a live coal from the 
altar, and kindle in every heart the flames that 
many waters can never quench, nor the floods ever 
C „ 
Hear then, firſt, the great things done for us. 
But who is able to expreſs. the noble acts of the 
Lord, and to ſhew forth all his praiſe? The 
tablet of memory retains only partial traces of his 
goodneſs. When the moſt tenacious recollection 
has aſſembled theſe particulars, ſtill the half will 
not be told us. : 5 1 | 
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With humble delight, my Brethren, I would 
lead back your thoughts to the days when the em- 
bryo of Miſſionary labour aroſe in different boſoms. 
The Heathen came into our minds, compatlion 
| ſpoke; we ſaid to each other, what can be done? 


Who among the moſt ſanguine had then extended 


his hopes to what our eyes have. ſeen, to what, our 
ears have heard? Which of us would not un- 
believingly have been ready to ſay, if this had 
been ſuggeſted, © If the Lord ſhould make win- 
„ dows in heaven, then might this thing be?“ 
But the counſel was of our God who led us by a 
way we knew not; and this day of ſmall things 
is never to be forgotten by us. We will remember 
ijt among our ſignal bleſſings. 
Scarcely had the collected embers began to diſ- 
cover the latent ſpark, and the breath of prayer 
fanned it to a feeble flame, when the ſpreading 
fire kindled - and diffuſed its powerful energy on 
every fide. Not the conflagration of enthuſiaſtic 

zeal- as ſome unkindly ſuggeſted, which blazes, 
conſumes, and is extinguiſhed, but the ſacred © ſpirit 
« of burning,” Iſaiah xliv. derived from him, 
whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire; who dwelleth 
between the cherubims ; and at whoſe command 
the living creatures ran and returned as a flaſh of 
lightning. Ezekiel i. 14, eager to fulfil his ſo- 
vereign will in the ſalvation of his redeemed. 
Need I remind you, Brethren, of the ſcenes you 
have witneſſed? Of the thouſands of God's Iſrael 
aſſembled? Of the great hoſt of his miniſters of 
the ſanctuary of various denominations, drawn by 
the magnetic influence of the love of Jeſus and of 
ſouls purchaſed by his blood, and vowing to ſacri- 
fice on the altar of divine charity, the prejudices, 
the bigotry, and the ſpirit of party, which by dif- 
uniting them, had long palſied every effort of zeal 
for the extenſive ſpread of the goſpel among the 
Heathen. To thoſe who have any deep acquain- 
| Ee . tance 
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| tance with mankind, ſuch union muſt be acknow- 
ledged a great and ſingular event. 
Shall 1 mention our dear Brethren who offered 
themſelves willingly, or the liberal bounty of thoſe 
who. wiſhed to Nn a ſupply of their wants? 
Where will men be found; how ſhall a ſufficient 
fund be provided? You have heard, theſe. mur- 
murs, marvel not, reflect upon the fears and un- 
belief that ſo often ſprang up in your own hearts, 
and in mine. But is any thing too hard for God? 
How ſpeedily, how amply, how effectually was 
the proviſion made for every need, and exceeding 
every expectation. And ſhall we not tell, what 
great things in mercy have been ſhewed us! ? Be- 
hold the ark launched forth on the boſom of the 
great deep, filled with the heralds ſent to proclaim 
the everlaſting goſpel, and navigated by men whoſe 
preſence forbids me to ſay of them, what Zion 8 
king hath recorded in his book of life. 
See them now parted from the land of their nativity. 
The floating tabernacle gradually ſinks in the hori- 
zon. They looſe ſight of us, and we of them, to 
meet probably no more, till we ſhall behold them 
aſſembled round the throne of God, and of the 
Lamb. Ah! how many anxious thou hts have 
filled our boſoms as well as theirs ! ho of us, 
my dear Brethren, had dared to hope for what the 
preſent hour hath realized? | 
What a voyage has been completed! we 
received the firſt glad tidings from Rio Janeiro the 
earneſt of future bleſſings. T They had paſſed the torrid 
Zone. The Sun had not ſmitten them by day, nor 
the Moon by night, Pſalm Ixiii. 13. The wind had 
wafted thgm along with an uninterrupted proſper- 
ous gale; no ſtorm had. made them afraid, nor diſ- 
eaſe approached their dwelling. 5 : 
But how many tedious months afterwards elapſ⸗ 
| ed! How often have our unbelieving hearts dread- 
ed to receive the tidings after which they ſo anxi- 
ouſly Ree | Have you any news of the a 
: ow 
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How often have I heard and ſighed to reply, none. 
When lo! on the great day of our laſt annual aſſem- 
bly,—in the very houſe of our God, - when we were 
met to ſupplicate his favour for thoſe who travelled 
by land or by water - when on our knees, —the glad, 
the unexpected news arrived, and was announced 
with delight from the pulpit to the aſtoniſhed con- 
gregation— the Duff is ſafe arrived at China, and our 
Miſſionaries landed at the places of their deſtina- 
tion. Joy like an electric ſhock darted from boſom 
to boſom, we burſt forth into the high praiſes of our 
God. Nowevery day awakened freſh expectations, 
and hope, that deferred, had made the heart ſick, 
gladdened every countenance, and opened the 
eager eye of deſire. We were not diſappointed of 
our hope ; from the Cape, from St. Helena, the glad 
news fled over the great deep, the ſound approach- 
ed us yet nearer and nearer from the harbour of 
Cork, © all is well.” When lo! the whitening fails 
riſing in the horizon, ſwelling with the breath of 
Prayer and praiſe, bring with the fulneſs of bleſſing, 
the object of our anxieties, to the haven, where 
it ſhould be. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul. 
In this voyage to tell of all his wonders my time 
would fail and my ability be unequal. I will juſt 
_ refreſh your memory with the following hints of 
ſome of the great things done for us in the ſwiftneſs, 
the ſafety, the health, and the ſucceſs of the voyage; 
particularly reſpecting the great object we had in 
Ll CO ED: | | 
Firſt, The ſcwifineſß of the paſſage. This will be 


the admiration of every nautical man by profeſſion. 
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Who ever heard in the moſt proſperous voyage of 


the ableſt navigators, 183 degrees of longitude 
| paſſed in the ſhort ſpace of fifty-one days? Moving 
often. at the rate of two hundred and twenty or 
thirty miles a day, and ſo ſteadily before the wind 
as ſeldom ever to interrupt the daily exerciſes of 


Shall 


Prayer and praiſe, of ſtudy, or repole. 
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Shall we not with thankfulnefs admire, 2dly. the 
ſafety of the conveyance! not a maſt ſprung, not a 
ard loſt, not a fail ſplit, not an anchor left behind! 
To traveiſe more than twice the circumference of 
the giobe, eſpecially amidſt the lurking fhoals, the 
hidden rocks, and low iſlands of the Southern 
| Ocean, muſt, it is well known, be full of danger. 
Ik) hey felt it, and ſometimes were at their wits end, 
- * going up to Heaven and fmking down into the 
deep, ſhook by the pealing thunder, embayed 
without a pafſage, and once ſuſpended on the : 
dreadful reef. I read and trembled. But he that 
dwelleth under the defence of the moſt high, ſhall 
be ſafe under the ſhadow of the Almighty. I was 
aſhamed, humbled, comforted, exulted, when in 
the midſt of the moſt awful ſcenes I hear one of my 
Brethren ſay, we took the wings of Faith and fled 
in prayer to the God of our mercies, and when 
we had fung an hymn, preſently: the ſtorm abated. 
and we lay down comfortable and fell afleep. Ah! 
* ſo he giveth his beloved ſleep.” 5 
Thirdly, Their hea/th. What a miracle of mercy 
hath our veſſel been! of about ſixty perſons during 
nearly a two years voyage net one hath been loſt : 
not only a hair of their head hath not periſhed, but 
thoſe who have returned are fat and well liking ; 
and every Man and Woman are reported in better 
health, than when they leftthe ſhores of their nati- 
vity. What diſeaſe, mifery, and famine have we 
not often heard of in voyages of far leſs extent and 
duration? The great phyſician had determined that 
the inhabitants of his ark ſhould not complain, I 
& am fick.” Few veffels have ever been ſo long 
without touching for refreſhment, or performed ſo 
vaſt a run, as 15,800 miles without the fight of 
land; but except the common well known effects 
of the ſea, or the indiſpoſition of an Individual, not 
a ſcorbutic complaint appeared, no ſpreading fever, 
no infectious - diſorder, no dangerous accident, or 
broken bone. Paſſing through climates ſo different, 
„ i tender 
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tender women and children, many who had never 
feen the ſea till they embarked upon it, unaccuſ- 
tomed to ſuch food or accommodation, they reached 
Otaheite after a five months voyage without an indi- 
Vvidual ſick. All the way, they had plenty of provi- 
ſions, their water ſweet, abundant, and never fail- 
ing; and not a creature wanting any manner of thing 
that was good. Whilſt we record the mighty acts 
of the Lord, let future voyagers learn from Cap- 
tam Wilſon what care, cleanlineſs, proper food, 
and unremitted attention can, under the divine be- 
nediction, do for the health of thoſe who occupy 
their buſineſs in great waters. | 
But I reſerve the moſt important particular till 
laſt, the ſucceſs of the voyage, reſpecting the great 
object we had in view. We had paſſed in fafety the 
dangers of the deep, and were ready to encounter 
the greater danger apprehended from the ſhore ; 
not indeed by myſelf, or many who knew the real 
ſtate of the people of theſe iſlands. We were con- 
vinced if the Lord conveyed our Miſſionaries in 
| ſafety to the place of their deſtination, the work 
was done. Where are now the Cannibals that ſhould 
_ devour us? Where the Heathen to ſeize our pro- 
perty and perſons? Where the helpleſs infants with 
their mothers a prey to ſavage arms? Theſe vain 
terrors at leaſt, Brethren, are diflipated. I need 


not tell you the reception we have met; welcomed 


as angels from Heaven, furniſhed with every necef- 
ſary for ſubſiſtence, for comfort; heard with reve- 
rence, and courted as if our favour and friendſhip 
Was the firſt of bleflings. I uſe no exaggeration, I 
recite ſimple facts, known and reported by our 
highly eſteemed Captain and his affociates, and by 
every Journal of the Miffionaries themſelves. Ihe 
news of our intended reſidence among the Otahei- 

| tans and the other Iflanders was received with 
tranſport. The King and every Chief crouded 
round our Miſſionaries; the whole land was before 
them; they had to chuſe the Goſhen where they 


G2 would 
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would ſet up their tents. Set up their tents do I ſay ? 


Behold a ſpacious manſion ſurrounded with bread 
fruits; cocoa nuts, and the beautiful evee apple ready 
prepared for their reception ſufficient to accommo- 
date immediately the whole body of Miſſionaries. 
They are met on the beach by the King and his 
Chiefs, led by the hand amidſt the croud of ſurround- 


ing and admiring natives, and not only put in poſſeſ- 


ſion of ſuch an abode, but the whole diſtrict of Ma- 


tavia with all its produce ſolemnly ceded to them 


for ever; a territory ſufficient to maintain ten thou- 


ſand perſons. Each Chief is eager to ſecure the 
- friendſhip of the individual Miſſionaries, and as 


their Tyos to inveſt them with their authority, and 


admit them to a participation. of all they poſſeſs. 
So far from danger or ſubjection to tyrannical or ſa- 


vage rule, the Lord hath made them princes, in a 
fort, in all the lands of the Heathen whither they 
have gone. It was mocking ſaid—the trees I ſup- 
poſe produce hot rolls for breakfaſt. It is true, thoſe 
who ventured to theſe diſtant lands little thought 
what they ſhould eat, or what they ſhould drink; 
yet it is fingular that our Brethren with united voice 

declare their bread fruit is every morning prepared 
for them, and equal to the niceſt white bread in 
England. But they have applied it to a nobler 


uſe; the admiring heathen have ſeen it broken as 


the ſymbol of our moſt ſacred myſteries, and re- 


. ceived by the holy Brethren, as the body of their 
Lord, and the pledge of his dying love. 


But I may not detain you with a thouſand par 
ticulars, which a ſpeedy publication will more at 


Jarge detail ta the public. I will only add theſe 


are the leaſt of our Miſſionary mercies. The 
natives have ſhewn the moſt uncommon attention 
from the greateſt to the leaſt of them. They fre- 
quent in multitudes aur worſhip, confeſs our God to 
be greater than their own, and deſire to know more 


of him and his word. Though we can only vet 
. preach through an interpreter and by tranſlations, 


which 


ö 
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which we begin to read to them in their o.] ³ 2 
tongue ; and which they hear with reverence, and 
ſay, they generally underſtand. They have already 
brought their children for inſtruction, and our 
ſchool is opened ; many know all their letters, and 
begin to join them with great docility. The chief 
prieſt of the country moſt friendly to the Miſſion- 
aries, ſeconds their inſtructions, aſſuring the people 
it is, My Tye good, and ſays they muſt amend 
their manners. I am, ſays he, too old to learn; but 
our children will be taught ali theſe wonderous per- 
e mn which we ſee, and know the ſpeaking 
- book. 71 on ot E . 
The Miſſionaries have not manna rained indeed 
round their tents, but they have meat as ſweet as 
the quails; and bread fruit, cocoa nut, and a mul- 
titude of vegetables brought daily; and a two fold 
proviſion for the ſabbath, much more than they 
can poſſibly conſume; and which are diſtributed 
to the ſervants and natives. Our Brethren are 
active, they have acquired much of the language, 
have formed themſelves comfortable reſidences, 
and every day are employed in labours, to make 
known his name and to proclaim his glory, for 
whoſe ſake, they have gone forth to the Heathen 
with their lives in their hands; and proved the 
truth of his promiſes in a meaſure, of which we 
Have no adequate conception. Whoſoever will 
loſe his life ſhall preſerve it, Luke xvii. 33, and 
whoſoever hath forſaken -houſes, or brethren, or 
filters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
for my name ſake, ſhall receive an hundred fold, 
and inherit everlaſting life. ths. 7 
Unable to enter into farther particulars, I ſhall 
only add as the reſult of the fulleſt enquiry and in- 
telligence, that nothing can appear more promiſing 
than the beginning of our labours in theſe iſles of 
the ſea. The fields indeed appear white for har- 
veſt, they regard us as beings of a ſuperior order; 
they feel and confeſs their own inferiority ; they 


car 
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hear us in ſilent awe; and they ſeem ready to em- 
brace our meſſage, as ſoon as we are able to com- 
municate it to them. Indeed the dreadfulneſs of 
the ſituation of the Heathen in a moral view, as 
will ſhortly appear, makes the call of duty on our 
part the more imperious; and the ſalvation of their 
bodies, as well as fouls, muſt render our labours 
among them peculiarly acceptable. Shall J men- 
tion but one trait more. The dear infants, and 


| there is. another born,) are peculiar object, of their 


care and careſſes; and the Mydedee no Taheite, 
the Otaheitan child, as they deſire ſhe may be 
called, is embraced and gazed on with delight by 
every native. JJ 
- But I muſt have done: not that I fear to weary 
your patience with theſe recitals, but that I may 
Second head of my diſcourſe, * That God hath done 
* great things for us; and we muſt be blind and 
inſenſible indeed, if we did not confeſs that they 
are marvellous in our eyes, and give him the entire 
glory. I may now venture to ſay with confidence, 
and ſhall not fear conti adiction, that this hath God 
done, and we perceive that it is his work No 
doubt his ſpirit awakened up our minds to the at- 
temp! We have now paſſed the awful moment of 
ſuſpence, through evil report, and good report —I 
ſhall be no longer charged as eutopian or enthuſi- 
aſtic, when J aſſert, Brethren, that the meaſures 
you purſued were the dictates of wiſdom, as they 
breathed the divine ſpirit of philanthropy which 
planned and executed them; even infidels maſt 
admire, and adverſaries be - confounded. I may, 
becauſe it is only the tribute of deſerved praiſe, 
declare, that the Captain and his officers have ful- 
filled the truſt committed to them with an ability, 
perſeverance, and fidelity, that no thanks of our 
| ee are adequate to expreſs. I may add, the 
Miſlionaries themſelves, compaſſed as they are with 
infirmities as men, have approved themſelves ad 
Tr e 


ve would not rob our 
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the highieſt meaſure to their Brethren; have pro- 
ceeded on their work in the ſeveral places of their 
deſtination, with a zeal we cannot but admire; and 
amidſt the ſnares, and peculiar temptations, to which 
they have been expoſed, and which youth and human 
paſſions made us dread, more than all other dangers 
combined, they have conducted themſelves with 
a purity of converſation that we can never too 
much commend, or ſufficiently bleſs God for his 
_ Preſerving grace. Brethren, on the moſt diligent 
enquiry I can make, I am aſſured, that for fix 
months of trial, expoſed to all the faſcinations of 
enticement, not one charge has ariſen, or ſuſpicion 
been entertained, of the unſullied chaſtity of the 
Miſſionaries left in the different iſlands—the burn- 
ing fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar had leſs dan» 
ger than the ſedutive importunities of Joſeph's 
miſtreſs. But have I forgotten the object I pro- 
poſed ; and am I launching out in commendation 
of the men, and the inſtruments employed? No. 
They are produced merely as teſtimonies of the 
great power of God in the midſt of us—the ſal 
vation and the glory are all his own—we feel this 
moment tranſcendent delight in aſcribing it to him 
God of the full tribute of 

his praiſe—the work which is done upon earth, he 
doeth it himſelf. I am confident, my Brethren, I 
ſpeak the ſentiments of every heart, that we are 
more jealous of this kind of ſacrilege, than ever 
our adverſaries can be in their ſuſpicions of us. We 
are abundantly rewarded, in being the happy in- 
ſtruments of good to the Heathen ; and we confeſs 
ourfelves unworthy, and leſs. than the leaſt of all 
God's mercies. Directors, Captain, Miſhonaries, 
to us all belong this day ſhame and confuſion of 
face before him, with whom we have to do. He 
knows the unbelief, the fears, the miſtakes, the 
undue, tempers, with which we haye been often 
chargeable before him. But we bleſs him for the 
ſucceſs which hath attended our efforts ; 0, * 


an. 
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ſured that he pitieth our infirmities, and pardons 

our iniquities, we can truly ſay, Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us—but unto thy name be thepraiſe. 
Let let us not ſhout for victory: the great enemy 
of ſouls, however foiled by our weakneſs, and our 
' Immanuel's power, retires for a moment only to 


concert his wiles afreſh, and call us to renewed 


conflicts. Let not him, therefore, that putteth on 
the armour, boaſt as he that taketh it off. Nothing 
but the continued care and keeping of our cove- 
nant Jehovah can perfect the begun bleſſing; bring 
wiſdom out of our ignorance; ſtrength out of our 
weakneſs, and glory out of our humiliation. Hi- 
therto he hath helped us—We. will turn to the 
rock which is higher than we. Jehovah Niſſi is 
the name, in which we will ſtill lift up our banners, 
and as we often ſing, _ | 
We'll take to ourſelves all the ſhame, 
And give all the glory to thee, 


Thirdly, Therefore let us with the multitudes 
of the iſles be glad, Iſaiah xliv. 23. Sing O ye 
Heavens, for the Lord hath done it. Break forth 
into ſinging, ye mountains of Chriſtina and Otaheite, 
e ever verdant foreſts, and every tree therein, for 
the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him- 
ſelf in Iſrael. Doth it become well the juſt to be 
thankful? then ſurely never did an occaſion ariſe 
to call forth purer joy, and more exalted praiſe. 
The Lord is making bare his holy arm, his righteouſ- 
neſs bath he openly ſhewed in the ſight of the 


5 Heathen. The iſles are waiting for his law. The 


eat trumpet of goſpel grace is blown, the 
ſound is gone forth to the ends of the earth. 
As ſoon as they hear of me, ſays our Jehovah, 
they ſhall obey me; the ſtrangers ſhall ſubmit 
themſelves unto me. Ah! Brethren, do not your 
hearts burn withinyou at the tidings you have 

Heard, and joining in one -vaſt burſt of praiſe and 
 _ adoration with angels and archangels, and all the 
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company of Heaven? Can we but ſhout around the 
throne, © Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to 


receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and honour, and glory, and bleſſing.” 

| Methinks I ſee you, Brethren, ſinking beneath 
the load of gratitude. Senſations, too big for ut- 
terance, ſwell every boſom; and is not every hand 
| lifted up with ſolemn adjuration, Pſalm, cxxxvil. 5. 
If I forget thee, let my right hand forget its cun- 
ning; yea, if I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth! Yes, my 


dear friends, ours ſhall not be the barren tribute of 


the ſong we raiſe; we will praiſe him not only with 
our lips, but in our lives; by giving ourſelves up to 
his ſervice, and devoting our bodies, ſouls, and ſpi- 
rits, living ſacrifices, holy and acceptable, which is 
our reaſonable ſervice, Rom. X11. | 

Renew your efforts, ye men of God of this Society, 
to ſpread farther and wider that adored, that endear- 
ed name which is as ointment poured forth. Exer- 
cCiſe your wiſdom, rouſe all your zeal, cement your 


happy union, ariſe with renewed vigour to the help 


of the Lord againſt the mighty; think nothing yet 


done, where ſo much remains to be accompliſhed; 


a thouſand iſlands, millions, myriads of immortal 
ſouls, are yet crying to you, © Come over and help 
us, Acts xvi. 19. LE | 

Come forth, ye ſpirits of the juſt, burning -with 


love of Jeſus, and zeal for the ſalvation of mankind. 
Ie miniſters of flame, that wait on his ſanctuary, 


cheriſh the divine impreſſion, that prompts to this 
arduous ſervice. Riſe up to lead the faithful war- 
riors to renewed conflicts. Ye faithful, whom the 


Lord - hath furniſhed with ability and zeal to build 


up the ark of his church, the fmiths, the carpen- 


ters that ſmooth the planks, as well as the archi- 
tects that plan the fabric, awake, as in the ancient 


days. Ye men of ſcience in every department, 
eſpecially in medicine and ſurgery, ſhew yourſelves: 
the miſeries of the diſeaſed, and the dying cry aloud 
for your healing hand. Ye ready labourers all, 

| | . thruſt 
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trust i in | hs ſharp. ſickle, for the harveſt of the. 


earth is fully ripe; and he that reapeth, receiveth, 


wages, and gathereth fruit unto eternal life; verily. 
your reward-jhall be great in Heaven. O] that the 
people might offer. themſelves willingly—the ſilver 
_ the gold are his. Pour them in, that nothing 
be wanting to further the progreſs of a work 
appily began. The Lord of Hoſts is evidently. 
_ us, the God of Jacob is our refuge. Up then, 
and be doing. ; 
The time is ſhort ; hüt; we are deliberating 
thouſands are loſt the work is great the King's 
buſineſs requireth haſte, and ſo much the more, A 
** ſee we way ching 8 
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